
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR ARCOLA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, March 20, 2006 

 
 Mayor Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were 
Alderpersons Williams, Moore, East, Gentry, Lampe, and Goad.  Treasurer Harvey, City 
Administrator Wagoner, Police Chief  Phillips and Attorney Moore were also present. 
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Alderman Williams led the Council and audience in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT  There was none. 
 
 APPROVAL OF MARCH 06, 2006 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  Alderman 
East moved to approve the March 06, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes and was seconded by 
Alderman Goad.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
 APPROVAL OF MARCH 04 – MARCH 17, 2006 BILLS  Alderwoman Moore 
moved to approve the March 04 – March 17, 2006 bills as presented and was seconded by 
Alderman Goad.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
 PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT – ARCOLA CO-OP GRAIN CO. 
REQUEST  Jeff Myers, Arcola Co-Op Grain Co. manager, explained to the Council members 
and public in attendance that the Arcola Co-Op Grain Co. is in the process of buying the 
Embassy property.  This property is now zoned Highway Commercial and needs to be rezoned 
Industrial to serve their purpose.  Jeff also explained that they will not build on the West side of 
this property but would landscape that portion of the lot.  The bins they eventually erect would 
have silencers on the fans.   
 It was explained to the Council members, by Attorney Moore that the Planning 
Commission member, which brought the motion and voted for the zoning change has interest in 
the Arcola Co-Op Grain Co.  Attorney Moore explained that this is not proper and this request 
will need to be redone. 
 Alderwoman Moore moved to table this motion until the Planning Commission meets 
again on this and was seconded by Alderman Gentry.  Roll call vote, Williams abstained, rest 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
 CONSIDER ACCEPTING BID PROPOSAL FROM R. E. PEDROTTI 
COMPANY, INC. FOR INSTALLATION OF RADIO MONITORING SYSTEM FOR 
THE ARCOLA/TUSCOLA JOINT AGENCY WATER SYSTEM  City Administrator 
Wagoner explained that the current equipment is obsolete and parts are no longer available.  The 
$65,890.00 cost for the new radio monitoring system would be split between the current water & 
sewer budget and next year’s budget.  Alderman Gentry moved to accept the bid proposal from 
R. E. Redrotti Company, Inc. for installation of radio monitoring system for the Arcola/Tuscola 
joint agency water system and was seconded by Alderman Goad.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion 
carried. 
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 AMISH COUNTRY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU (CVB)  City 
Administrator Wagoner explained Arcola is currently working with Douglas and Moultrie 
County Tourism on a CVB.  Alderman Williams moved to allow the hotel/motel tax to be used 
as leverage in applying for matching state funds for an Amish Country Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and was seconded by Alderman Goad.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried.   
 
 CONSIDER REQUESTING TIF FUNDS FOR RESTORATION OF THE DEPOT  
Alderman Gentry moved to request $35,000 in TIF funds for restoration of the Depot and was 
seconded by Alderman East.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
 CONSIDER REQUESTING TIF FUNDS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS  City Administrator Wagoner stated that there are multiple projects which TIF 
funds could be used for.  Some being, repaving downtown parking lots, tearing down the 
Marathon station, tear out old pool, and a few other odds & ends.  Attorney Moore explained that 
each project should have its’ own request.  Alderwoman Moore moved to request TIF funds for 
Capital Improvement project, with each being a separate request and was seconded by Alderman 
East.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS
 

Alderman Williams Requested the Park Committee meeting be 
moved to 6:00 April 03, 2006. 

 
Alderwoman Moore Reported that the Budget & Finance 

Committee met at the AHS Library Media 
Room last Saturday to draw up the 2006-
2007 budget. 

 
Alderman East Requested a Building & Grounds 

Committee meeting be scheduled after the 
next regular meeting. 

 
Alderman Gentry Reported that the Employee Relations 

Committee is meeting following this 
meeting. 

 
Alderwoman Lampe Had nothing to report at this time. 
 
Alderman Goad Read a letter in response to the paid political 

advertisement placed last week in the Arcola 
Record Herald and the Regional by Douglas 
Co. Sheriff candidate Larry Skinner. 

 
Mayor Ferguson stated that the City of Arcola is now the owner of the Arcola Center and 

Public Restrooms. 
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As this concluded the business of the meeting, Alderman Goad moved to adjourn and 
was seconded by Alderman Williams.  Council approved unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 Adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
      Larry Ferguson, Mayor 
      Carol Turner, City Clerk 
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