
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SESSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday November 30, 2010 

 

 Mayor Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the 

Arcola Center.  Members present were Alderpersons Foran, Goad, Williams, Moore, Key and 

Gentry.  Attorney Bequette was also present.   

 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Mayor Ferguson led the Council and audience in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 CONSIDER AND EITHER APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE GRANTING A 

PERMIT PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 26 OF THE ARCOLA MUNICIPAL CODE TO 

THE LIBMAN COMPANY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 1.5MW WECS UNIT 
 

Mayor Ferguson: Read grounds for meeting. 

 

Attorney Bequette: Told Council member they can discuss and vote for Ordinance or   

   Resolution to be drawn up.  He stated this meeting is not about wind  

   ordinance.  Wind ordinance was not passed swiftly.  The guide for   

   Arcola’s ordinance was the Douglas Co. ordinance.  A copy of our   

   ordinance was provided to Libmans and anyone else to review prior to  

   passing.  Our ordinance is more restrictive than county ordinance. 

 

Alderwoman Moore: Disclosed she is an employee of FEMM USA, a wholly owned company  

   of a foreign owned company which could be considered a competitor of  

   Libmans.  Her employment in no way influenced her decision. 

 

Alderwoman Key: Questioned what has been revised in the Findings of Fact just received. 

 

Attorney Bequette: Told Council he will highlight revised sections.  Recommends Council  

   approve either finding & fact tentatively. 

 

Alderman Gentry: Acknowledged citizens that participated in hearing.  Stated the City is  

   relying on consultants for facts in which to base their decision.  Told  

   audience there is no conspiracy and no council member is benefitting from 

   this passing. 

 

Alderman Foran: Commented that the Council has learned from all hearings.  Feels   

   everything has been handled properly. 

 

Alderman Williams: Reported he drove to Geneseo to view turbine located there.  He heard no  

   noise issue from turbine and talked to people in area who said they had no  

   problem with turbine.  He remarked this has been an extremely hard  

   decision to make.  He stated Libmans are not trying  to hurt anyone.  They  

   called on several professionals.  They have agreed to shut down turbine  

   from 6 -9 a.m. to cut down on shadow flicker. 



 

Alderman Goad: Stated the Environmental Assessment from Dept. of Energy was received  

   today.  The Environmental Impact Statement requires 17 days for public  

   comment.  He request this permit consideration be tabled at this time. 

 

Alderwoman Key: Commented she thought we were going to vote and then receive this to  

   review. 

 

Attorney Bequette: Stated Libmans had told council they would receive this report earlier.   

   Feels there is reason it was given today.  Project will not happen if we wait 

   for ruling from EPA.  We do not have to base our decision on finding of  

   EPA. 

 

Mayor Ferguson: Questioned whether it is correct that we were here to make decision  

   whether we had assessment or not. 

 

Alderwoman Moore: Feels she is in position to vote without document. 

 

Alderwoman Key: Commented this has been an interesting and difficult thought process.  She 

   also feels she can make decision without assessment.  Would like to  

   continue discussion. 

 

Alderman Goad: Does not feel we can make decision on this and comply with ordinance. 

 

Alderwoman Moore: Ask what next step is. 

 

Attorney Bequette: Feels EPA and DOE will take quite some time to make decision on this. 

 

Alderwoman Moore: Questioned if we hold off on decision would DOE make decision so the  

   project would not be held up. 

 

Alderman Gentry: Does not want to give perception we are pushing project thru. 

 

Alderman Goad: Made motion to table this matter. 

 

Alderman Gentry: Seconded the motion. 

 

Attorney Bequette: Requested a 15 minute recess. 

 

Alderwoman Key: Made motion for 15 minutes recess. 

 

Alderwoman Moore: Seconded the motion.  Roll call vote, all ayes.  Recessed at 7:49 p.m. 

 

Reconvened at 8:06 p.m. 

 



Attorney Bequette: Stated it is fully appropriate to table to review assessment.  Section D of  

   City ordinance does not read that all required compliances need to be done 

   prior to Council approval.  Council can vote or table permit. 

 

Alderman Goad: Made motion to table until December 06, 2010. 

 

Alderman Gentry: Seconded the motion.  Roll call vote, Foran, nay; Goad, aye; Williams,  

   aye; Moore, nay; Key, aye; Gentry, aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Ferguson: Stated the December 06, 2010 regular council meeting will be held at  

   Arcola Center. 

 

 As this concluded business of the meeting, Alderman Gentry moved to adjourn and was 

seconded by Alderman Goad.  Roll call vote, all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 Adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

Larry Ferguson, Mayor 

Carol Turner, City Clerk 

   

     

 


